Offense against the Tao Te Ching

The Tao Te Ching, attributed to Laozi, is a foundational text of Taoism that presents a
philosophical and spiritual understanding of the Tao (&), often translated as "the Way." While
it contains wisdom on harmony, balance, and natural order, it diverges from biblical teaching in
key areas, particularly regarding God, prophecy, and salvation. Below is a critical counter to the
Tao Te Ching, highlighting false prophecy and contrasting its conditions with biblical principles.

1. The False Prophecy in the Tao Te Ching

A prophecy is a claim about future events that must be tested for accuracy. The Bible sets a high
standard for prophecy:

Biblical Standard for Prophecy:

“When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not happen or
come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken
it presumptuously; you are not to be afraid of him.” (Deuteronomy 18:22,
NASB95)

The Tao Te Ching makes multiple claims about the state of the world and its rulers that have not
held true historically. For example:

False Prophecy Example: The Rule of the Sage

“The Tao invariably takes no action, and yet there is nothing left undone. If kings
and lords can maintain it, all things will transform by themselves.” (Tao Te Ching,
Chapter 37)

This passage implies that if rulers align themselves with the Tao, the world will naturally be in
harmony and self-regulate. However, history has repeatedly shown that human rulers,
regardless of philosophical adherence, do not bring about such a utopian state. The claim that a
leader who follows the Tao will bring universal harmony is a prediction that has failed
repeatedly.

In contrast, the Bible acknowledges the fallen nature of humanity and the need for divine
intervention, not mere human wisdom, to establish true peace (Romans 3:10-12; Isaiah 9:6-7).
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2, The Conditions of the Tao Te Ching vs. the Bible

Category Tao Te Ching Bible

View of God The Tao is an impersonal, God is personal, sovereign, and has
undefined force that cannot be revealed Himself (Exodus 3:14, John
named (Chapter 1). 1:1).

Creation The Tao is the origin of all things  God created the universe by His will
but is undefined (Chapter 25). and spoke it into existence (Genesis 1:1,

John 1:3).

Salvation Harmony is achieved by yielding  Salvation comes through faith in Jesus
to the Tao, embracing passivity Christ, not by self-effort or yielding to a
and balance (Chapter 48). force (John 14:6, Ephesians 2:8-9).

Human Human distinctions like good and Humans are inherently sinful and in

Nature evil are subjective (Chapter 2). need of redemption (Romans 3:23,

Jeremiah 17:9).

Governance A ruler who follows the Tao will True peace comes only through Jesus,

& Peace bring harmony (Chapter 37). the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6, John
16:33).

Prophecy &  Truth is paradoxical and Truth is absolute and revealed by God

Truth uncertain (Chapter 1). (John 17:17, 2 Timothy 3:16).

3. Biblical Refutation of Taoist Concepts
The Incompleteness of the Tao

“The Tao that can be spoken is not the eternal Tao. The name that can be named is
not the eternal name.” (Tao Te Ching, Chapter 1)

This passage admits that the Tao is unknowable and beyond definition. Yet, the Bible teaches
that God has made Himself known:

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, that is, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, being understood by what
has been made, so that they are without excuse.” (Romans 1:20, NASB95)

*“Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father except through Me.”” (John 14:6, NASB95)
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While Taoism embraces mystery and uncertainty, Christianity presents a clear and personal

revelation of God in Jesus Christ.

Conclusion: The Tao Te Ching Fails as Divine Revelation

It presents an impersonal force rather than a personal, loving God.

It makes predictions about human governance that have not come to pass.

It denies objective morality and truth, contradicting biblical teachings.

It offers no real solution for sin, whereas the Bible presents salvation through Christ.

The Bible’s God is not an unknowable force but a personal Creator who has revealed Himself
through Scripture and Jesus Christ. The Tao, as described in the Tao Te Ching, ultimately fails
to provide a foundation for truth, prophecy, or salvation.

Article Written by Kyle St.Andrews

Trinitarians Working 4 Christ (Offense against the Tao Te Ching)



	 
	 
	Offense against the Tao Te Ching 
	1. The False Prophecy in the Tao Te Ching 
	False Prophecy Example: The Rule of the Sage 

	 
	2. The Conditions of the Tao Te Ching vs. the Bible 
	3. Biblical Refutation of Taoist Concepts 
	The Incompleteness of the Tao 

	Conclusion: The Tao Te Ching Fails as Divine Revelation 


