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Defense of Tacitus’ Annals 
The claim that the Roman Catholic Church altered the writings of Tacitus—particularly his Annals where he 

references Christ and the persecution of Christians under Nero—is a conspiracy theory lacking credible historical 

evidence. Here’s how to counter this argument with solid historical and textual evidence: 

1. Manuscript Evidence 

Tacitus’ Annals (including Annals 15:44, which mentions Christ) survives in two primary 

medieval manuscripts: 

●​ The Medicean Manuscripts (M II and M III), preserved in the Laurentian Library 

in Florence, Italy, date to the 11th century. 

●​ These manuscripts were copied by monks but show no signs of theological 

tampering. The style, vocabulary, and historical consistency align with Tacitus' 

known works. 

2. Pagan Hostility Confirms Authenticity 

Tacitus was a Roman senator and historian who despised Christianity. His writings are 

openly hostile toward Christians, referring to them as a "pernicious superstition." If the 

Catholic Church had altered his works, they likely would have softened his criticism 

rather than preserving his negative tone. 

3. Multiple Independent Pagan References to Christ 

Tacitus is not the only Roman historian who mentions Christ. Other pagan sources also 

reference Jesus and early Christians, including: 

●​ Pliny the Younger (c. 112 AD) – Describes Christian worship and their refusal 

to renounce Christ. 

●​ Suetonius (c. 120 AD) – Mentions disturbances in Rome caused by followers 

of "Chrestus" (likely Christ). 

●​ Lucian of Samosata (2nd century) – Mocks Christians for worshiping a 

crucified man. 

These independent pagan sources align with Tacitus’ account, making the idea of later 

Catholic forgery highly improbable. 
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4. No Theological Embellishment in Tacitus' Account 

If the Catholic Church had altered Tacitus' text, we would expect to see theological 

additions—such as Jesus’ resurrection, divinity, or Christian doctrines. However, Tacitus’ 

account is purely historical and negative toward Christians. This suggests the passage 

remains intact. 

5. Scholarly Consensus 

Mainstream historians and scholars—Christian, secular, and atheist alike—accept Annals 

15:44 as authentic. There is no serious academic debate over its legitimacy. 

Conclusion 

The idea that the Roman Catholic Church altered Tacitus’ writings is a fringe conspiracy theory 

without historical basis. The manuscript evidence, Tacitus’ anti-Christian bias, corroborating 

pagan sources, and lack of theological additions all confirm that his writings remain unchanged. 
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