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Offense against the Tripitaka 
The Tripitaka, also known as the Pali Canon, is the foundational scripture of Theravāda 

Buddhism and is divided into three "baskets" (Vinaya Pitaka, Sutta Pitaka, and 

Abhidhamma Pitaka). While Buddhism does not traditionally focus on prophecy in the same 

way as the Bible, some sections of the Tripitaka contain statements that can be evaluated 

critically, especially when compared with biblical prophecy. Below is an apologetic counter to 

the Tripitaka, showing its inconsistencies and how they contrast with biblical prophecy. 

 

1. False Prophecy in the Tripitaka 

One of the strongest prophetic claims within the Tripitaka that fails when examined 

historically is related to Metteyya (Maitreya), the Future Buddha. 

The Prophecy of Metteyya (Maitreya) 

●​ The Cakkavatti Sutta (Digha Nikaya 26) prophesies that a future Buddha 

named Metteyya (Maitreya) will appear when the world has reached an age of 

great peace, prosperity, and righteousness. 

●​ This future Buddha is said to bring enlightenment and establish a utopian world. 

●​ The prophecy states that the lifespan of humans will extend to 80,000 years 

before Metteyya appears. 

Counterpoints to the Prophecy 

1.​ The World Has Not Reached the Predicted Conditions 

○​ According to the Digha Nikaya 26, Metteyya will only appear when 

human lifespans extend to 80,000 years. 

○​ However, recorded human history shows that lifespans have never 

approached this number, and with aging and disease, this prophecy 

contradicts observable reality. 

2.​ The Idea of Cycles of Buddha Contradicts Reality 

○​ The Tripitaka teaches that Buddhas come in cycles, yet no historical 

evidence supports the past cycles of Buddhas as described. 

○​ The historical Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama, claimed to be part of a 

long line of Buddhas, but the supposed previous Buddhas have no 

archaeological or historical backing. 
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3.​ Fails as a Testable Prophecy 

○​ Biblical prophecy includes specific, verifiable events (e.g., Isaiah’s 

prophecy about Cyrus in Isaiah 44:28–45:1). 

○​ The prophecy of Metteyya lacks a specific timeline, making it unfalsifiable 

and thus weak as a genuine prophecy 

 

2. The Conditions in the Tripitaka vs. the Bible 

a) The Concept of Salvation 

Tripitaka (Buddhism) Bible (Christianity) 

Teaches that salvation (nirvana) is achieved by 

self-effort through the Noble Eightfold Path 

(right speech, right action, right mindfulness, 

etc.). 

Salvation is by grace through faith in 

Christ, not by works (Ephesians 

2:8-9). 

No external Savior—each person must achieve 

enlightenment alone. 

Jesus is the only way to salvation (John 

14:6). 

Focuses on karma and rebirth—future lives are 

determined by present actions. 

Denies reincarnation: “It is appointed 

for men to die once, and after this 

comes judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 

b) The Nature of God 

Tripitaka (Buddhism) Bible (Christianity) 

No supreme personal God—Buddhism is either 

atheistic or pantheistic. 

One true God, personal and sovereign 

(Isaiah 45:5). 

Everything is impermanent, including existence 

itself (Anicca). 

God is eternal and unchanging 

(Malachi 3:6). 

 

c) The Concept of Truth 

Tripitaka (Buddhism) Bible (Christianity) 

Truth is relative—Buddhism allows for 

multiple spiritual paths. 

Truth is absolute—Jesus says, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life” (John 14:6). 
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Enlightenment is gained through inner 

discovery. 

Wisdom and truth come from God’s revelation 

(Proverbs 2:6). 

 

3. The Bible’s Prophecies vs. the Tripitaka’s 

Unverifiable Statements 

Unlike the Tripitaka, which contains unverifiable future claims, the Bible provides 

specific, historically fulfilled prophecies, such as: 

1.​ The Prophecy of Cyrus (Isaiah 44:28–45:1) 

○​ Predicted by name 150 years before his birth. 

○​ Fulfilled exactly in Ezra 1:1-4. 

2.​ The Coming of the Messiah (Isaiah 53, Micah 5:2, Psalm 22) 

○​ Micah 5:2 predicted that the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem—fulfilled in Matthew 2:1. 

○​ Isaiah 53 described Jesus’ suffering, crucifixion, and resurrection in 

detail. 

3.​ Destruction of the Temple (Matthew 24:2) 

○​ Jesus predicted the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 A.D. 

○​ Fulfilled exactly as recorded by the Jewish historian Josephus. 

Conclusion: The Tripitaka’s prophecies are vague and unverifiable, while the Bible’s 

prophecies are specific, testable, and historically confirmed. 

 

Final Counter to the Tripitaka 

●​ The Tripitaka’s prophecy about Metteyya has not been fulfilled under its own 

conditions. 

●​ Its lack of a personal God and its reliance on self-salvation contradict 

fundamental truths about the nature of sin and grace. 

●​ The Bible, unlike the Tripitaka, contains verifiable and fulfilled prophecies that prove its 

divine inspiration. 

The Tripitaka’s teachings ultimately fall short of providing a coherent, historically verifiable 

divine revelation, whereas the Bible stands firm as God’s inspired Word. 

 
 
 
 
 

Article Written by Kyle St.Andrews 
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